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SENATE BILL NO. 312
INTRODUCED BY BALES

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING THE PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO OBTAIN
PERMISSION TO HUNT BIG GAME ANIMALS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY; PROVIDING THAT A PERSON
WHO FAILS TO OBTAIN PERMISSION TO HUNT BIG GAME ANIMALS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY IS
SUBJECT TO ENHANCED PENALTIES FOR A SECOND AND THIRD OFFENSE; AND AMENDING
SECHONS871-162-AND SECTION 87-3-304, MCA."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
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Section 1. Section 87-3-304, MCA, is amended to read:

"87-3-304. Landowner's permission required for hunting -- peratty penalties. (1) Every resident
and nonresident must have obtained permission of the landowner, the lessee, or their agents before taking or
attempting to take nhongame wildlife or predatory animals or hunting on private property.

(2) () Except for hunting big game animals on private property, a person who violates this section shall,
upon conviction for a first offense, be fined an amount not to exceed $25.

(b) A person who fails to obtain permission to hunt big game animals on private property, as required

in subsection (1), shall, upon conviction for a seeen¢ FIRST offense, be subject to the penalties in 87-1-162(6)

87-1-102(1).

(3) (A) APERSON WHO FAILS TO OBTAIN PERMISSION TO HUNT BIG GAME ANIMALS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY SHALL,

UPON CONVICTION FOR A SECOND OFFENSE WITHIN 5 YEARS OF THE FIRST CONVICTION, BE SUBJECT TO THE PENALTIES

IN 87-1-102(1). IN ADDITION, THE PERSON, UPON CONVICTION OR FORFEITURE OF BOND OR BAIL, SHALL FORFEIT ALL

CURRENT HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING LICENSES ISSUED BY THIS STATE AND THE PRIVILEGE TO HUNT, FISH, AND

TRAP IN THE STATE FOR 24 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF CONVICTION OR FORFEITURE, UNLESS THE COURT IMPOSES A

LONGER FORFEITURE PERIOD.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTIFY THE OFFENDER OF THE LOSS OF PRIVILEGES, AND THE OFFENDER SHALL

SURRENDER ALL HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING LICENSES TO THE DEPARTMENT WITHIN 10 DAYS OF RECEIPT OF

NOTICE FROM THE DEPARTMENT THAT PRIVILEGES HAVE BEEN REVOKED.

(4) (A) APERSONWHO FAILS TO OBTAIN PERMISSION TO HUNT BIG GAME ANIMALS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY SHALL,

UPON CONVICTION OF A THIRD OFFENSE WITHIN 10 YEARS OF THE FIRST CONVICTION, BE SUBJECT TO THE PENALTIES IN

87-1-102(1). IN ADDITION, THE PERSON, UPON CONVICTION OR FORFEITURE OF BOND OR BAIL, SHALL FORFEIT ALL

CURRENT HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING LICENSES ISSUED BY THE STATE AND THE PRIVILEGE TO HUNT, FISH, AND TRAP
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IN THIS STATE FOR A PERIOD OF 60 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF CONVICTION OR FORFEITURE, UNLESS THE COURT

IMPOSES A LONGER FORFEITURE PERIOD.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTIFY THE OFFENDER OF THE LOSS OF PRIVILEGES, AND THE OFFENDER SHALL

SURRENDER ALL HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING LICENSES TO THE DEPARTMENT WITHIN 10 DAYS OF RECEIPT OF

NOTICE FROM THE DEPARTMENT THAT PRIVILEGES HAVE BEEN REVOKED."

-END -
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